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GAINES GREENE. 
1853-1918 

Gaines Greene, a son of William G. and Louisa Greene, 
was born on a farm near Havana, Mason County, Illinois, on 
the 8th day of March, 1853. When but a few months old he 
moved with his father's family to a farm near Tallula, Menard 
County, Illinois, in which community, except a two-years' so- 
journ in the State of Missouri about 1880, he continued to 
reside until 1898, when he moved to Petersburg, Illinois, where 
he resided with his family up to the time of his death at 9 :20 
P. M., December 31st, 1918 

William G. Greene, father of the deceased, was the lifelong 
acquaintance and intimate personal friend of both President 
Abraham Lincoln and Governor Richard Yates; it was William 
G. Greene who, at Old Salem near Petersburg, during their 
boyhood days, first introduced Richard Yates, who was later to 
serve Illinois as its great War Governor, 1861-1865, to Abra- 
ham Lincoln, who was destined to be the President of the United 
States during the same crucial period in the life of the nation. 

Gaines Greene was the seventh son of a family of nine 
children; four brothers: Carlin, McNult, Byrd, and Vance, 
and one sister, Julia Greene, have preceded him in death. 
He obtained his early education in the public schools of Menard 
County and at the age of about nineteen years, took a course at 
Eastman College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. After completing his 
education he returned to his farm near Tallula, and on October 
2nd, 1878, married Miss Julia Blankenship ; to this union were 
born four children: D. Lynn Greene, now Mrs. Meyer; Julia 
Blankenship Greene, now Mrs. Cole; Louise Hunt Greene, now 
Mrs. Epling; and William Graham Greene, whose death 
occurred about seven years ago. 
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On September 2nd, 1896, he married Miss Gelie Higgins 
and to them were born two children, a son, Gaines Greene, who 
died in infancy, and Katherine Margaret Greene. 

He leaves surviving him, of his immediate family, his 
widow, Gelie H. Greene, his daughters, Mrs. Meyer, Mrs. Cole, 
Mrs. Epling and Miss Katherine Margaret Greene above men- 
tioned; his grand-children, Elsie Greene Meyer, William 
Greene Meyer, Harry C. Cole, Gaines Greene Cole, Jewett Cole, 
Brady Greene Epling, and Gaines Greene Epling — Gaines 
Greene Epling x st, another grand-son, died in 1912, — and his 
brothers, Scott Greene of Tallula, Illinois, Frank Greene of 
San Antonio, Texas, and one sister, Mrs. J. S. Noble, of Seattle, 
Washington. 

Since young manhood Gaines Greene has taken a deep in- 
terest in Menard County affairs; he has been prominently 
identified with the fraternal, philanthropic, religious, political, 
banking and agricultural enterprises of this County. 

He was a member of Clinton Lodge No. 19 A. F. and A. M., 
St. Aldemar Commandery No. 47 Knights Templar, a 32nd 
degree Mason and a member of Mohammed Temple of the 
Ancient Arabic Order of the Mystic Shrine. He was also a 
Knight of Pythias, being a member of Tallula Lodge No. 492, 
and also a Knight of Khorassan. 

In politics Mr. Greene was affiliated with the Democratic 
party. In 1900 he was elected a member of the Illinois State 
Board of Equalization, having carried his own County in this 
election by the largest majority ever given to any candidate for 
any office in the history of the County. From January, 1908, 
and at the time of his death he was a member of the Board of 
Directors of the First National Bank of Petersburg, Illinois. 
During the late war he was one of five members of the Menard 
County Auxiliary of the State Council of Defense. 

His success in his agricultural and business enterprises is 
best attested by his ample fortune. 

Mr. Greene joined the Christian Church in Tallula in 1866. 
After he removed to Petersburg, he, on May 10th, 1908, became 
a member of the Central Presbyterian Church. He was soon 
after elected a member of the Board of Trustees and con- 
tinuously served the Church in that capacity ever since. He 
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was greatly interested in the improvements recently made in 
the Church building and rendered valuable and efficient service 
on its financial committee. He was regular in his attendance 
on the services of the Church and his presence and wise counsel 
will be greatly missed. Mr. Greene was an active member of 
the Red Cross and took a leading part in promoting the interest 
of this Society during the war. He was a member of the 
executive committee and was Chairman of the Committee hav- 
ing in charge the raising of Menard County's quota of the 
$100,000,000.00 Red Cross war fund. He was also appointed to 
the same Chairmanship in the second drive, but was taken to 
the hospital a few days prior to the beginning of the campaign 
and was compelled to relinquish the responsibility to another. 

Mr. Greene was a member of the Illinois State Historical 
Society, and interested in its work and progress. With an in- 
nate sense of honesty, a keen perception, a sound judgment, a 
pleasing personality, an affable disposition and a humane heart, 
as a business man and a citizen in this community none stood 
higher or was more universally respected than Gaines Greene. 
Those with whom he dealt most and who knew him best loved 
him greatest. 

With all his varied and important business undertakings 
he never forgot his home or his family ; to him his home was 
ever nearest and dearest to his heart. 

He was an exemplary husband, and of him as a parent it 
must in truth be said that few children have been blessed with 
such a father. 

Pallbearers at services in Petersburg were : John M. Smoot, 
Harry Schirding, Frank E. Blane, H. M. Levering, George C. 
Power and C. C. Frackelton. 

At Greenwood Cemetery, Tallula: Wm. G. Miner, Burl 
Minor, D. Raikes, Guy Parsons, Carl Parsons and Chas. Raf- 
ferty. 



